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1) Introduction
The following document was created in the framework of the European project R&Dialogue and it consists of the
deliverable D6.2 - National Discussion Paper - Greece. It is the result of the work conducted by and with the Greek
National Council. It contains all the issues discussed, conflicting perspectives and open issues that still remain and there
is need for further and wider discussion. To form the discussions, the National Inventory (Task 2.3) was used as a basis
and starting point. However, the meetings took a different direction as both the Council members and ourselves (the
Greek team) decided not to have another discussion on the technologies rather than focusing on issues that are
considered "hot" and to date, including the lack of social participation in the decision making.
As mentioned in the deliverable D6.1, 39 interviews were conducted regarding the role of dialogue in a low carbon
society. The next step was the formation of the National Council that consists of different types of stakeholders.
They come from the research and the industry. They represent the ministry of environment. They have knowledge of the
legal framework around the implementation of RES. They are professors in universities and reputable members of the
local authorities. So, our approach, the discussions and the outcome (Discussion Paper) was seen as an opportunity to
discuss those issues more freely.
The subjects that were discussed was the current energy situation in Greece and the policies that are implemented in
order to reach the European and national targets that were set for the period 2020-2050. Also, the position of the
dialogue in the Greek society and how it can be used in order to achieve that transition, was also discussed. The
discussion started after the quotation of positions/ comments from different stakeholders related to energy. During the
next meeting, the issue of dialogue was discussed, its role in the decision making, present approaches, actions and
dialogue examples for the implementation of different technologies.
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2) The energy situation in Greece and how Europe has
affected the decision making
The adjustment of the EU decisions in the energy sector, in regards to the demand for emissions reduction, has affected
the Greek energy system. Lately, there is an increase in the use of alternative energy sources in the electricity
production and in the final consumption, while measures and political decisions are being implemented targeting
mainly the reduction in the energy consumption.
Having as a base the 1st RES Action Plan, the National Energy Committee realized an in depth and long term analysis of
the Greek energy system in order to conduct the National Energy Roadmap for the period 2020-2050, which is in
consultation since April 2012 without being finalized hitherto. The three main pillars of the roadmap are: a) minimizing
the dependency on imported energy by increasing the use of RES, b) significant decrease in CO2 emissions until 2050
and c) increasing the consumers’ protection. Important parameters for the roadmap are also the zero use of nuclear
power and the limited use of CO2 capture and storage.
Within the framework for a sustainable development and promotion of the targets lay the replacement of old power
plants with new more efficient and less pollutant as well as energy saving. The promotion of “new” technologies like
the geothermal and the solar thermal is proposed to be included. However, late developments have set aside the
geothermal energy.
The EU’s advancement is dependent on the constant supply of energy. Thus, a realistic approach regarding its energy
security should be in place as well as its resistivity in times of crisis, reducing its dependence on third countries,
suppliers and energy supply paths. Those responsible for the decision making both in national and in European level,
need to clarify to the Greek society all the available choices towards that direction.
All the measures for the achievement of the target for the reduction of the CO2 emissions and of the energy
efficiency should speed up, focusing on sectors with the higher potential of energy saving such as buildings,
transportation and industry, and including RES in the energy mix. At this point, it is worthwhile mentioned that in the road
to 2050 there is an intermediate European energy target for 2030. Generally, the decisions taken for the energy must be
connected with those for the mitigation of the climate change and for the competitiveness of the industry in order to
ensure: predictability, fair competition rules and long-term sustainable development.
To conclude, great deal of importance was given to the social dimension of the decisions improving the access in up to
date and more commercially viable (at the moment) energy production methods without taking into consideration their
economic viability through time. EU decisions regarding the energy system and the carbon emissions reduction have
transformed the Greek energy system. That had consequences to the economy of the industry as they had to pay fines
for their high emissions, leading at the same time the reestablishment of the industry in other countries with less or none
relative taxes or fines. On the other hand, the EU decisions gave "a boost" to the planned change of the energy system
through the increase of RES, the reduction of the CO2 emissions, the phase-out of the old power plants, the promotion of
new technologies etc.
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3) The need to move to a low carbon society and the
sectors that need to make the transition
As discussed in the National Council, the 20-20-20 targets set in 2010 were not based on a complete impact
assessment; it doesn’t include an analysis for the most suitable energy mix and it is based on a constantly growing
national economy, which is not valid due to the existing economic crisis. The objective of reducing greenhouse gas
emissions poses a serious risk on the competitiveness of the Greek firms operating in the EU-28, due to increased
production costs resulting from the need to buy allowances from interested enterprises, but also due to the indirect
emission costs.
The main targets for Climate Change mitigation and for the transition to a low carbon society are:
 Security of the energy supply
 Energy efficiency improvement –energy saving
 An energy mix with the inclusion of national energy sources, increase of RES and natural gas depending on the
targets and the benefits
 Promotion of “green certification" for energy production and consumption
Regarding the increase of RES participation in the energy system, Greece presents high RES potential, which should be
included in the energy production and final consumption. Simplifying the licensing procedure of RES plants in
combination with strengthening the necessary infrastructure for their development have set the ground for their
exploitation. In parallel, other mechanisms to support RES are under consideration (bilateral contracts, feed-in premium)
in relation to the feed-in tariffs that are currently applicable.
A new and sustainable RES financial support system should be found that will have the smallest economical impact in
all sectors (industry, households etc). Thus, the targets mentioned above need to be set for the period 2020-2030 in
order to have economic development at the same time. For that reason, RES development should be based on the
national natural energy resources (sun, wind etc). Also, the legislation framework needs improvement as to support the
competitiveness of the Greek industries in relation to the neighbouring eastern countries, regarding the ETS. Finally, for
the incorporation of RES in the grid its stability problems should be addressed first.
The energy saving sector presents a high available potential that will contribute to the increase of energy efficiency. Τhe
transportation sector was identified to have the highest potential for energy saving, followed by the domestic sector and
other services. The need for effective management of the produced energy, and subsequently cost reduction, creates the
necessity to develop and implement the smart grids.
Another sector that needs attention is the interconnection of the islands in the electrical system. By the end of 2019,
the majority of the Cyclades islands is planned to be connected to the mainland. Crete will follow. For the completion of
that project, there were intense reactions from the local community regarding the location of the station in Crete. The
interconnection of the islands with the mainland is considered vital for energy security and saving, and it is of high
priority.
An interesting example towards the low-carbon energy transition is the initiatives of Hellenic Petroleum and the Public
Power Corporation to place two charging points of electrical cars, one in the centre of Athens and another one in the city
of Kozani. However, in order to expect similar initiatives it would be useful to re-examine the cost of purchasing an
electrical car, as it is still quite high, as well as the proper management of the system. Prior it is important to have a wellstructured infrastructure and ready to cope with the energy load and telecommunication grid.
Necessary prerequisite for this transition to be feasible is the security of the national energy and the inclusion of the
national energy resources in the National Energy plan. An important parameter is the incorporation in the dialogue not
only of the impacts of a technology but also the adaptation of the country in the new situation.
Moreover, for a smooth transition, efforts should be made in order to analyse all the available data, both technically and
economically as socially, to set a vision and a commitment for its realisation having in mind the impacts in order to shape
the next steps in the road to achieving the goal.
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Technically, the natural gas seems to rule in the transition phase and the existing technology is in position to improve the
energy efficiency of the units. The RES technologies are starting to improve their efficiency and to reduce their cost.
Concluding, the discussions with the National Council members led to the following open issues that need further
reflection and also are those that need improvement for a smooth transition to a low carbon economy/ society:
 Increase of RES share in the energy mix based on feasible scenarios that would guarantee their economic viability
through the introduction of a new and sustainable financial support
 Improvement of the grid as to support the future operation of new built power plants and RES units.
 Support and promotion of the national energy security and energy saving
 Interconnection of the islands with the mainland. It is an issue of high priority and it is estimated that it will be solved
in the near future.
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4) Obstacles and opportunities for transition - SWOT
analysis
The National Council pointed out that the current economic situation in Greece does not allow multiple deviations from
the prescribed path set by the EU on energy policy. Always in cooperation with the EU, the Greek government is trying to
adapt the European directives on Greek reality.
According to a study1, in order to create the appropriate indicators for a sustainable energy policy the following four
factors should be taken into account:
 Security of energy supply
 Identification of existing technologies, the suitability (including transparency) of each one, their simplicity in
implementation and the possibility of comparison with others
 Maturity of the technology and its international approval
 Flexibility/ adaptability (easy to calculate, availability of sound quality data, etc)
The opportunities that the country is looking to transit to a low carbon society are indicated through the commitments and
targets set. The transition to a low carbon society requires critical decisions. Since it is considered a form of investment
for society, an assessment of the opportunities and risks that may occur during this transition is required. A useful tool is
the SWOT analysis that examines the Strengths and Weaknesses of a project, the Opportunities and Threats of its
implementation framework.
The following SWOT analysis is for enhancing the transition to a low carbon emission society, in all sectors, and for the
promotion of climate change adaption. This analysis provides information and knowledge that significantly reduce risk in
making well informed decisions. It was made by the Greek R&Dialogue team in collaboration with the National Council.
Within the strengths of the country appear to be the well-trained human resources that are available. However, there is
"leakage" of researchers to other countries mainly due to lack of financial support of research. Also, it is required to
maintain the planned state budget.
Accordingly to the above, the lack of a stable institutional framework may risk the transition towards a low carbon
society. The institutional framework should provide assistance in shaping energy policy in the country, creating a safe
environment for future investments and not being an obstacle. Of particular importance is also the implementation and
monitoring its compliance in order to ensure its smooth operation. The role of the institutional framework is crucial and its
configuration requires serious consultation and scientific support, taking into account available resources and technology,
the implications of our choices and the economic situation of the country and its citizens.
One of the most basic conditions for the transition to a low carbon society is the realization of the individual
responsibility. In this one lay the obligations that the citizens themselves have towards the community (e.g. paying
taxes). Regarding the dialogue, its type and length reflect the society's level of perception in relation to environmental
and energy issues.

1

Patlitzianas, K.D., Doukas, H., Kagiannas, A.G., Psarras, J., 2008. Sustainable energy policy indicators: Review and
recommendations. Renewable Energy, 33, 966-973
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Figure 1. SWOT analysis
Another issue raised in the discussions, is that there is a hindrance that usually arises in dialogue initiatives that are
made from time to time. That is the participation in the dialogue of stakeholders who, through personal interests mainly,
react to the efforts made, dominating well documented positions. That leads on "passing" their own positions. Prior
education and training of the society can be considered as solution do deal with such stakeholders. Moreover, the
Council's point of view is in line with the R&Dialogue’s assumption that continued dialogue and deliberation will bring
opposite views together, provided of course that the previous prerequisite is addressed. Proper mediation/chairmanship
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can play a crucial part in this by giving dialogue participants an equal share in contributions and focusing on constructive
exchange.
In general, from the SWOT analysis, it seems that the strengths indicate a national willingness to invest in the transition
to a low carbon society, not only because of EU targets, but also because of the opportunities seen. This might be a
strength on its own: Greece is willing to make the change and is not only forced to do so. However, due to EU urgent
policies for transition, the country needs to make progress faster than it was possibly expected thus making decisions
that are not easily implemented in the Greek society.
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5) The dialogue in Greece and examples
In Greece there have been efforts to have a dialogue but in their majority didn't have successful results. Many people
believe that every attempt is veiled. Additionally, there have been moves by various social groups that have an interest in
the environment and have been locally active with the support of the society. Nevertheless, it must be recognized that
any decision regarding energy and pricing, are by nature sensitive issues and they are not easy to reach to the general
public, i.e. the lay people.
For the information and active participation in decision-making the process of public consultation over the internet has
been established. The way it is conducted is the following:
1
The Ministry responsible for each legislation displays it on the internet for public consultation for a certain period
of time
2
Every citizen (anonymously or by name) can comment on that
3
After the deadline, the State submits the revised, or not, legislation for vote to the Parliament.
However, there are stakeholders that send their comments directly to the related ministries. The free expression of
opinion by the society through this tool is positive. In order for the procedure to take full advantage of its potential it
needs to be improved (such as explanation of how the comments affected the proposed legislation).
Many major societal actors have taken initiatives towards involving and informing the public about actions and policies in
the energy sector. Some of those initiatives are presented below:
1

2

3

4

5
6

7

Covenant of Mayors: Seventy-four (74) Greek local authorities participate in this initiative. Thirty-six (36) of
them have submitted a Sustainable Action Plan while the remaining thirty-eight (38) have their Action Plan
accepted. The CO2 target for 2020 for all the involved authorities, range from 20 to 100%.
CRISP (CReating Innovative Sustainability Pathways across Europe): the Laboratory of Soft Energy
Applications and Environmental Protection of the Mechanical Engineering Department, in the TEI of Piraeus,
together with six (6) Universities and Research Institutes (UK, Netherlands, Norway, Hungary and Lithuania),
participated in this European project under FP7. The project objective was to develop future sustainable living
scenarios (Local Community - Ethical World - iTech) for the year 2030 and transition paths (changes in policy,
practices, culture and habits) to them, with emphasis on the systematic involvement of citizens.
Workshops by SEV Business Council for Sustainable Development: they are actions for promoting the
sustainable development in the Greek businesses and creating the necessary framework for the discussion of
critical issues regarding sustainable development between industries, government and society
PPC's initiative to inform the local community in Aliveri, Evia: In order for a new coal fired power plant to be
installed in Aliveri, PPC, in close collaboration with the local authorities and civil society organisations, made a
campaign regarding the aim and the benefits of such an investment.
ΕLΕΤΑΕΝ actions: workshops for the promotion of renewable energies and especially the position of wind
energy in Greece, participation in the International Wind Day, etc
Programme for the Sustainable development in the Aegean Sea: it is a campaign of Elliniki Etairia for the
promotion of the sustainable development in the Aegean Sea. In this context, the network "Sustainable Aegean"
was created in order to implement a series of awareness programmes in dozens of schools in the Aegean. In
addition, there are other actions of this network for the promotion of RES and especially regarding wind energy
Workshops for new clean coal technologies, in W. Macedonia (Proform - Biomed) as well as presentations
with the initiative of the regional authorities, the Technical Chamber of Greece and the Univ of W.
Macedonia, for the maximization of the benefits for the society in Ptolemais.

All the stakeholders involved in the dialogue consider that the involvement of the people in the decision making is
important. However, the degree changes depending on the stakeholder. But all agree that motives should be given to the
society in order to increase the environmental awareness. In order for that to be achieved, during the information of the
society, attention should be given not to confuse the climate change with the environmental degradation, the local
pollutants and the safety of the people. The systematic and reliable information of the citizens should be a priority and in
cooperation with organised NGOs and the Mass Media, a group of stakeholders that affect the public opinion and shape
views. It is necessary to have a 360̊ view on environmental issues since people tend to shape their attitude through their
own experiences, interests and benefits.
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Also, one of the issues discussed during the National Council's meetings, was the role of each stakeholder in the
decision making, who should be the leader in decisions regarding the transition to a low carbon society and also should
initiate a healthy and fruitful dialogue.
In one of the meetings, a questionnaire, created by the Greek team, was distributed in the Council members. It consisted
of 3 parts: a) a number of statements regarding the energy situation in Greece and the level of awareness of the society
and were asked to say if they agree or disagree, b) three questions with different answers that they had to grade them
(from 1 to 5) and c) five questions (subjects: the level of dialogue in Greece, the role of institutional framework, the
existence of environmentally aware areas, transition to a LCC and possible ways to have a meaningful dialogue) that we
asked them to express their opinion. From the second part, the following figures (2 and 3) and tables (1 and 2) were
produced.
The stakeholders that were recognised as the most important to begin a dialogue are the State, the local authorities, the
universities and the research institutes, the industry, the NGOs and the society, i.e. the basic pillars of a society or the
operating institutions of a society. The following diagram presents the participation percentage of each of the above
category. However, in order to have a meaningful dialogue, the participating stakeholders and the organiser need to fulfil
certain prerequisites as they should be in position to inform and provide the means in order to motivate the society.

Stakeholders participating in a dialogue for
decision making
Government
100%
80%

Consultants

Local Authorities

60%
40%
20%
Citizen Unions

University

0%

NGO

Research
Industry

Figure 2. Participation of stakeholders in the dialogue for the decision making
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State

Local
Authorities

University

Research

Industry Power

5

5

5

5

University Athens

5

5

5

Industry - Oil

5

3

Lawyer

4

4

Industry

NGO

Citizen
organisation

Consultants

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

3

2

5

5

5

5

4

5

5

5

5

5

3
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Ministry of
environment

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

Wind
association

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

Industry
association

5

5

4

4

5

2

2

3

University - W.
Macedonia

4

5

4

4

3

4

5

3

Table 1. Assessment of the importance of participation of the different stakeholders (1 (less important) - 5 (most
important))

Requirements of participants in a dialogue
Ability
100%
80%
60%

Personal benefit

Information

40%
20%
0%

Competence

Education

Participation
Figure 3. Necessary requirements of the involved parties in a dialogue
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Ability

Information

Education

Participation

Competence

Personal
benefit

Industry - Power

5

5

5

5

5

5

University Athens

5

5

5

3

5

3

Industry - Oil

4

5

4

4

Lawyer

3

5

5

5

1

4

Ministry of
environment

5

5

5

5

5

1

4
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Wind association

4

5

5

4

3

3

Industry
association

3

5

5

4

4

4

University - W.
Macedonia

4

4

5

5

4

2

Table 2. Assessment of qualifications of the stakeholders for a successful dialogue (1 (less important) - 5 (most important))
The role of the researchers, regarding the information, should be precise and meaningful. On the other hand, informing
the public and disseminating the scientific results regarding the use of a certain technology is not effective on its own.
The consumers are influenced by other users. The results should be more than reports and recommendations. Among
research's goals should be the implementation of its results in the everyday life and their usability for dealing with the
energy issues, always in collaboration with the industry.
However, the connection of the national strategy with the strategy for a low carbon society is an important issue.
Moreover, it is recognised that in a dialogue all the interested parties must be involved including the NGOs. In order to
have a structured and meaningful dialogue attention should be given as to have the best possible and broad
representation of all those who participate.
In order to have an unveiled dialogue, everyone should be willing to contribute in it and it has to be agreed in advance
that the outcome will be respected by all. As part of a comprehensive and universal address of the issue, the full range of
impacts from the implementation of a technology should be included in the dialogue. It is important, at this stage, to
include the opinion of the majority of the Council members that regard the dialogue in our country, in most cases, as
veiled, with technical inaccuracies without having a concrete plan and objective. However, other members indicate that
there have been identified cases where the dialogue was fruitful.
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6) The dialogue as a base for long term vision Conclusions
For the implementation of a certain technology it is necessary to have socio-technical scenarios as they can play an
important role in the consent amongst the participating stakeholders for a common vision towards a low carbon society.
The politics regarding the energy sector have an important impact in the society as it is required to ensure constant
energy supply. The attainment of the European goals both for 2020 and for 2050, is expected to contribute to the
improvement of the quality of life.
Moreover, it is a fact that the decisions that are taken for the promotion of the technologies create a number of questions,
including the public dialogue, on different parameters such as the type of energy sources, the distribution of costs and
risks, and also the side effects from the selected technologies.
The energy strategy that is designed in European level should be made in such way as to have a balance between all
the affected sectors, like the economy, the environment and the society. The decision that is made should serve the local
and the national interests for a sustainable energy planning.
It is a fact that public opinion can affect private investment plans. However, in order for their moves to have the maximum
impact they should be properly informed and well organized. Furthermore, there should be cooperation with the state for
a correct dialogue through which it will discuss any issues that will arise in finding alternative solutions, if necessary.
As it was mentioned, the process of public consultation in its current form is useful but needs improvement. Suggestions
for that have been expressed by different stakeholders. Amongst them are:
 Categorisation per stakeholder in order to ease the filtering of the comments in subsequent stage
 Ability to assess the importance of each comment by the users
 Ability to answer each comment by the responsible authority
Between the suggestions for backing the dialogue is the cooperation of the non-active National Energy Strategy Council
with the relevant societal actors for the creation of a base for a stable energy plan. Important element for a healthy and
constructive dialogue is the achievement of intermediate targets towards the creation of a low carbon society until 2050,
taking into consideration the present economical and societal situation of the country.
How can we deal with the problems that derive from the implementation of each technology ensuring the national energy
security? Through:
 Innovative ideas to approach and involve the society
 Contribution of research though innovative actions for a world with lower emissions
 Utilisation of the national energy resources
Concluding, the transition towards such society requires:
 Long-term planning for the design of an energy policy based on the real needs and the economic situation and the
availability of the energy sources and the needed technologies. The planning has to be made according to well
documented scientific data and the participation of the scientific community in parallel with the political will.
 Changes and interventions to the institutional framework and long-term stability
 Selection of the appropriate actions in order of priority for the application of the plan
 Gradual implementation of the planning and constant monitoring and evaluation of the results in regards to the
targets set
 Mobilising the stakeholders and especially the society. Constant flow of information, education and training though
proper interventions in the curricula of all levels of education and the lifelong learning
With reference to the ways to achieve a meaningful dialogue, the most important element is the cultivation of a dialogue
culture through education. The role of the state is of high importance. The energy dialogue should be institutional and
needs to achieve broad consensus for the implementation of the recommendations and the proposals. Ways to deliver
that are:
 Work cycles on specific themes (provided that the participants wish to have a dialogue) with monitoring in order for all
the participants to comply with the rules that govern the debate
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Definition of representatives from the society and the NGOs that will take part in a dialogue set by the government
Presentation of the positions from all the participants in order to be known by everyone the advantages and the
disadvantages of all the proposals. That will ensure that there will be no hidden agendas. Need for concrete and
understandable, by everyone, targets.

From a practical point of view, the dialogue should first start locally, where there is immediate interest, and to start with
the initiative of the local authorities or other local stakeholders. It is necessary to provide the appropriate time and space
for the whole procedure and the possibility to include as more interested parties as it is feasible.
In case that the dialogue is conducted nationally, the Mass Media should also be involved, including the internet, that will
provide objective information and balanced point of views. That procedure requires a certain cultural and intellectual level
that can only be obtain via the education and learning. It needs serious planning within the framework of a general
upgrade of the Greek educational system.
It is necessary to focus on really relevant issues that need to be considered in order to coordinate action and develop a
common vision for reaching a low carbon future. The issues raised at the meetings with the Council will be presented
and discussed further in a workshop with the participation of a broad range of stakeholders, including the ones that were
interviewed at the first stage of the project. The goal is to link the research and the society and whether active
participation in shaping policies can lead to a low carbon society. The final product of the discussions will be the
deliverable D6.3 Vision Paper, which will be presented in the workshop (National Event).
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7) Annex - ETA Greece
Results regarding the concept of dialogue in Greece
Thirty-nine (39) people, including the Greek Dialogue Council members, were interviewed in Greece to collect their
opinions on the role of dialogue in achieving a low carbon society. These interviews were recorded, transcribed and
analysed using the method Emotional Text Analysis; a psychological tool designed for the systematic understanding of
the emotional substratum which drives our collective choices.
The most important thing that derived from the analysis of the interviews is that Greece needs a real dialogue regarding
energy issues. A different human climate can show the values we share, for a new beginning where technological
resources and economic investments are trustable and beneficial for all.
The areas of interest which have been identified indicate different perspectives of the interviewees, in relationship to the
content of the question that was posed to them. These perspectives identify the different ways that the interviewees
relate to the topic. All the perspectives are equally good and interesting and there is no such a thing as right or wrong.
However each one has particular practical implications or may suggest reflections that could lead in different directions.
Four (4) clusters were formed with different characteristics. An attempt to "approach" those clusters is made in the
following paragraphs.
Cluster 1: A new beginning
In the first cluster there is a sense of urgency, “something has to be done” to develop “shared values” which are currently
missing. It is as if some new beginning was necessary, therefore the idea to begin from education, from schoolchildren.
There is an important role for the authority, to get this started and for academia to provide important arguments that can
“convince” everyone.
Cluster 2: Human climate
In the second thematic area we find a feeling of uncertainty and danger, the kind of feeling we have when things change
but we don’t know how. In this kind of situation a strategy would be useful, it is important to make some decision. These
are problems that we can’t avoid to discuss but if we only discuss it doesn’t help. Speaking about these high level issues
in a useful manner requires some concrete grounding.
Cluster 3: Hope in concrete solutions
In this emotional area there is a feeling of hope. Things can take a new form, consumption and pollution can be reduced.
However there is uncertainty about how to achieve these results, especially because of costs, which could be a blocking
factor. There is the possibility of “studying” the problem but it makes things a bit far away.
Cluster 4: Bottom-up
Here there is a feeling of fatigue, as when we meet obstacles, reactions and it’s difficult to find ways to come to terms
with them. There is a feeling of internal conflict which requires an agreement, but how to find it? The idea is that day by
day, discussing, sharing, with a bottom up approach we can better understand what can be done.
The most important conclusion that derives from the ETA of the interviews is that it is inefficient to discuss about
technologies without having established an exchange relationship and developed a common goal. There is a more
general need in the Greek society at the moment than just an energy related issue. There is need for shared values and
the unity of the society.
Comparing the results from the ETA and the SWOT analysis (fig. 1) one can clearly observe that there are common
trends. There are opportunities for energy transition and there are strengths that the State can take advantage in order to
make the necessary steps. The weaknesses lay in the old views, the economic crisis, the uncertainty, the lack of
concrete solutions and internal hinders. The new beginning that is expected could derive from the economic crisis as well
if it is seen as an opportunity to increase the environmental awareness and change of perspectives.
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